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Preface

Quality assurance schemes for compost and digestion products have successfully been
established in the last 20 years in various European Member States as key elements for the
sustainable recycling of organic residues. The market and demand for quality composts and
as well for digestate increased on account of the beneficial properties of organic fertilisers
and soil improvers, the need for organic matter and continuously increasing prices for
mineral fertilisers.

The development of End-of-Waste Standards for compost and digestate by the European
Commission and the revision of the European Fertiliser Regulation led to a demand for a
European uniform quality standard for composting and anaerobic digestion plants and
composted/digested products. The European Compost Network ECN met this challenge and
developed a concept for a European quality assurance scheme within its working groups
‘Quality Assurance’ and ‘Anaerobic Digestion’. It includes proposals for quality standards of
compost and digestate required by the Commission for a free cross-border movement of
goods in the EU.

The target of setting up an EU-wide quality assurance scheme for organic resources is
mainly to define this Europe-wide standard for quality management and quality organic
products like compost and digestate. The pre-condition for a consistent compost and
digestate quality is to harmonise the parameters of the treatment process and to check them
regularly by an independent control. In addition this ECN-QAS project should show a
common basis for the existing quality schemes in Europe and should support Member States
to define their own quality standards and to develop a quality assurance scheme for
composts and digestate.

Dr. Stefanie Siebert
European Compost Network ECN e.V.

Executive Director
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C.European Quality Assurance Scheme -

Part | ECN-QAS for Compost

1 Scope

2 Definitions
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3.2.3
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4 Compost Quality
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4.3.1

Compost definitions

Compost quality criteria

Minimum set of compost properties
Precautionary criteria (limit values)
Compost analysis

Sampling

European Compost Network ECN e.V. - www.compostnetwork.info

ECN-QAS - European Quality Assurance Scheme for Compost and Digestate - www.ecn-gas.eu



http://www.compostnetwork.info/
http://www.ecn-qas.eu/

Copyright by European Compost Network

QUALITY MANUAL

Page 4

LECN-QAS{ INDEX

Index

4.3.2
4.3.2.1
4322
433
4.4
45

Analytical test methods
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5.1
5.1.1
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5.1.5
5.1.6
5.1.6.1
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Procedure of quality assurance
Recognition procedure

Initial testing

Administrative orders and conditions imposed, including reporting duties

External quality control

Inspection of records and the plants' documentation

Periodical third-party surveillance
On-site inspection of the composting plant
Quality control of compost analyses

Compost certificate

6 References

ANNEXES

ClA1 Process model (Operating plan - informative)
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Cl4 Test report (informative)

Cl5 Check-list for operation quality (informative)
Cle Compost declaration (informative)
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C.European Quality Assurance Scheme -
Part Il ECN-QAS for Digestate
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3.1.3 Cleanliness of the plant

3.1.4 Adequate availability of machinery capacity
3.2 Input materials
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3.4 Management of the digestion process
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3.5  Management of complaints
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4.2 Digestate quality criteria
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4.2.2 Precautionary criteria (limit values)
4.3 Digestate analysis

4.3.1 Sampling

4.3.2 Analytical test methods

4.3.2.1 Terms and definitions
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4.3.2.2 List of test methods

4.3.3 Approval of laboratory

4.4 Digestate storage

4.5 Digestate declaration and labelling
5 Certification Process

5.1 Procedure of quality assurance
5.1.1 Recognition procedure
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