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A. The European Quality Assurance Scheme 
Targets and Structure 

1 Scope 

2 Purpose  

3 Definitions  

4 Organisational Structure of ECN-QAS 

5 Certification of NQAO by ECN-QAS 
5.1 External proof by ECN-QA Manager 
5.2 Reporting requirements to the ECN-QA Manager / ECN Quality Committee 
5.3 Non-compliance and withdrawal 
5.4 Listing costs 

6 Conformity Assessment of Composting Plants by ECN-QAS 

ANNEX A1  Certificate of Conformity  
 
 

B. Quality Assurance Organisations 
  Requirements for Quality Assurance Organisations 

1 Scope 

2 Purpose  

3 Normative References 

4 Definitions  

5 Introduction 

6 Requirements for a Quality Assurance Organisation (NQAO) 
6.1 General requirements 
6.2 Legal form 
6.3 Staff 
6.4 NQAO's quality management 

7 Tasks of a Quality Assurance Organisation 
7.1 Requirements defined by the quality assurance organisation for applying compost       

producers 
7.2 Activities 
7.3 Conditions and procedures for granting, maintaining, expanding, suspending  
 and withdrawing quality labels 
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7.4 Records 
7.5 Changes to plants and products 
7.6 Quality Committee 

ANNEX B 1 (informative) 
 
 
C. European Quality Assurance Scheme 

 Part I ECN-QAS for Compost 

1 Scope 

2 Definitions 

3 Operation Quality 
3.1 General data 
3.1.2 Plant description 
3.1.3 Odour minimisation 
3.1.4 Cleanliness of the plant 
3.1.5 Adequate availability of machinery capacity 
3.2 Input materials 
3.2.1 Pre-treatment 
3.2.2 Shredding 
3.2.3 Mixing 
3.2.4 Intermediate storage 
3.3 Batch formation and documentation 
3.4 Management of the composting process 
3.4.1 Intensive decomposition phase 
3.4.2 Maturation 
3.5 Storage of compost 
3.6 Management of complaints  

4 Compost Quality 
4.1 Compost definitions 
4.2 Compost quality criteria 
4.2.1 Minimum set of compost properties  
4.2.2 Precautionary criteria (limit values) 
4.3 Compost analysis 
4.3.1 Sampling 
4.3.2 Analytical test methods 
4.3.2.1 Terms and definitions 
4.3.2.2 Test methods 
4.3.3 Approval of laboratory 
4.4 Compost storage 
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4.5 Compost declaration and labelling 
 

5 Certification Process 
5.1 Procedure of quality assurance 
5.1.1 Recognition procedure 
5.1.2 Initial testing 
5.1.3 Administrative orders and conditions imposed, including reporting duties 
5.1.4 External quality control 
5.1.5 Inspection of records and the plants documentation 
5.1.6 Periodical third-party surveillance 
5.1.6.1 On-site inspection of the composting plant 
5.1.6.2 Quality control of compost analyses 
5.2 Compost certificate 
 
ANNEXES 
C 1 Process model (Operating plan - informative) 
C 2 List of input materials 
C 3 Sampling record (informative) 
C 4 Test report (informative) 
C 5 Check-list for operation quality (informative) 
C 6 Compost declaration (informative) 


