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Introduction on bio-waste management in the UK

2

National concept/strategy on bio-waste management

2.1

Legal framework

NATION
England

Northern
Ireland

Scotland

Wales

MAIN REGULATIONS, POLICIES AND INITIATIVES
Government Review of Waste Policy in England (2011)

Set out a number of aims to reduce waste, including reducing avoidable food waste. No targets were
set

Waste Prevention Programme for England (2013)

Set out a number of waste prevention initiatives

No targets set
Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011

Requires any business or public body which generates, handles or treats waste to apply the waste
hierarchy; and

Requires them to collect waste paper, metal, plastic and glass separately from 1 January 2015
Food Waste Recycling Action Plan

Voluntary initiative, led by WRAP, to increase both the supply and quality of household and
commercial food waste to the food waste recycling industry
Delivering Resource Efficiency - Northern Ireland Waste Management Strategy (2013)

Set out a number of policy and legislative proposals
The Food Waste Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015

Came into force on 14th February 2015

Require the separate collection and subsequent treatment of food waste

Requires district councils to provide receptacles for the separate collection of food waste from
households

Places a duty on food businesses producing in excess of 5kg of food waste per week to present food
waste for separate collection

Places a duty on businesses to ensure food waste is not deposited in a lateral drain or sewer

Prohibits the landfilling of separately collected food waste from 1 April 2015
Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan (2010)

Overarching policy document

Sets a 70% recycling target, with a minimum of 5% sent to landfill by 2025
Waste (Scotland) Regulations (2012)

Requires local authorities to offer a food waste recycling service in non-rural areas from 1 January
2016

A ban on material collected for recycling going to landfill or incineration

A ban on municipal biodegradable waste going to landfill by 1 January 2021
Towards Zero Waste (2010)

Overarching policy document

Sets target to recycle at least 70% of waste by 2025 (businesses, households and the public sector)

Promotes food waste collected separately to be managed in anaerobic digestion facilities
Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2011

Requires any business or public body which generates, handles or treats waste to apply the waste
hierarchy; and

Requires them to collect waste paper, metal, plastic and glass separately from 1 January 2015
Waste (Wales) Measure (2010)

Sets in law a requirement that every Welsh local authority must meet an annual recycling target. This
rises to 70% by 2025
Courtauld Commitment

A voluntary agreement, led by WRAP, aimed at improving resource efficiency and reducing waste
within the UK grocery sector
Hospitality and Food Service Agreement

A voluntary agreement, led by WRAP, to support the sector in reducing waste and recycling more


UK

2.2

Waste management programs and strategies

See above table.
In addition, the following are in effect:

2.3

National standards and technical guidelines (collection, treatment and use)

2.4

Quality Assurance Scheme (QAS) and National Quality Assurance Organization (NQAO)

Both compost and digestate benefit from a national standard in the UK, called a ‘Publicly Available
Specification’ (PAS) published by the UK’s standards setting body, the British Standards Institute (BSI).


Compost PAS 100 - Specification for Composted Materials, published in 2011



Digestate PAS 110 - Specification for whole digestate, separated liquor and separated fibre derived
from the anaerobic digestion of source-segregated biodegradable materials, published in 2014

The PAS is an industry specification; it is not a British Standard and is non-statutory. Their aims are to:
Develop good operational practices


Provide end-users with minimum product quality assurances



Help develop sustainable markets



Specify in contracts with municipalities



Protect the environment

Both specifications set limits for contaminants and require independent third-party certification. They require
operators to maintain a quality management system and to provide evidence of consistent process
management, including laboratory test results and evidence that contaminant limit levels have not been
exceeded. Certified compost producers can use a certification mark.
Both the Compost Certification Scheme and the Biofertiliser Certification Scheme (for digestate) are run by the
Renewable Energy Assurance Ltd, a subsidiary of the Renewable Energy Association.
Although the compost and digestate specifications provide assurance about the quality of the product, they are
not sufficient for the regulatory authorities to deem it as non-waste. England, Northern Ireland and Wales
developed a set of end-of-waste criteria called a ‘Quality Protocol’ which aims to set criteria for the material to
be fully recovered, so that it ceases to be classed as a waste and can be freely marketed as a product. Notably,
the quality protocols are not recognised in Scotland, as they have separate, but similar, rules.

3

Source separated collection of bio-waste





4

Bio-waste treatment (recycling, material/energy recovery)

1

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/482255/Di
gest_of_waste_England_-_finalv3.pdf
2

http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Overview%20of%20Waste%20in%20the%20UK%
20Hospitality%20and%20Food
%20Service%20Sector%20FINAL.pdf

5

Application and market

Data for 20124 indicate that agriculture accounted for the largest market sector for compost:

An estimated 4.5 million tonnes of digestate was produced in 2014. In 2015, over 2.4 million tonnes of PAS 110
digestate was certified at 42 AD facilities; this would be applied to agricultural land.

6

Expected trends and developments

Organics Recycling Industry Status Report 2015 (2017) Waste and Resources Action
Programme http://www.wrap.org.uk/content/organics-recycling-industry-status-report2015-0
4 http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/ASORI%202012.pdf
3

7

Contacts and sources of information

Name:
Institution:
Position:
Telephone:
E- mail:
Website:

Dr Jane Gilbert
Carbon Clarity
Consultant
00 44 7974 948966
jane@carbon-clarity.com
www.carbon-clarity.com

Annexes (Please attach any regulation, directive on bio-waste, fertiliser etc. of your country)
Date of revision:

21 June 2017

About Carbon Clarity
My work centres around the recycling of biowaste and the emergent circular
economy. I offer consultancy, technical writing/editing and training services, with a
particular focus on the composting and anaerobic digestion sectors.

