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 A new definition of biowaste, making reference to compostability; 

 A new definition of organic recycling; 

 Setting a target of 65% of biowaste to be recycled by 2025; 

 Requiring obligatory separate bio-waste collections; 

 Removing the ‘technically, environmentally and economically practicable and appropriate’ requirement;  

 Making reference to quality standards; 

 Making reference to quality assurance; and 

 Making specific reference to the bioeconomy. 

DRAFT PROPOSALS BY THE RAPPORTEUR OF THE ENVICOMMITTEE 



 

Amendment 23 – Change to Recital 20 requiring obligatory bio-waste collection 

 Separate collection of bio-waste from municipal waste should be made obligatory and a recycling target should be laid down for b io-waste from municipal waste to 

attract infrastructure investments towards recycling facilities for bio-waste and to boost markets for compost and digestate. 

Amendment 24 – Insertion to Recital 20 making specific reference to the bioeconomy 

 The bioeconomy plays a crucial role in guaranteeing the availability of raw materials across the Union. A more efficient use of municipal waste could create an 

important incentive for the bioeconomy supply chain. In particular, a sustainable management of bio-waste offers the opportunity to substitute fossil fuel-based feedstocks 

with renewable sources for the production of materials and commodities. 

Amendment 44 – Change to Article 3 (4) defining bio-waste and making reference to compostability 

 "bio-waste" means biodegradable garden and park waste, food and kitchen waste from households, restaurants, caterers and retail premises, comparable waste from 

food processing plants and other waste with similar biodegradability and compostability properties that is similar in nature and composition. 

Amendment 50 – Insertion of a new definition of ‘organic recycling’ into Article 3 (17) 

 "organic recycling" means the aerobic (composting) or anaerobic(biomethanization) treatment, under controlled conditions and using microorganisms, of the 

biodegradable parts of waste, which produces stabilized organic residues or methane. Landfill shall not be considered to be a  form of organic recycling. 

Amendment 110 – Amendment to Article 11 to require the separate collection of bio-waste 

 Separate collection shall be set up for at least the following: paper, metal, plastic, glass, wood, textile and bio-waste. 

Amendment 136 – Insertion of a paragraph in Article 22 setting a target to recycle bio-waste 

 Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that, by 2025, the organic recycling of bio -waste from municipal waste shall be increased to a minimum of 

65 % by weight. The weight of bio-waste recycled shall be understood as the weight of the input waste entering an organic recycling process in a given year. 

Amendment 137 – Change to Article 22, removing ‘technically, environmentally and economically practicable and appropriate’ requi rement 

 Member States shall set up systems for the separate collection at source of bio-waste by 31 December 2020 to ensure the relevant quality standards for compost and 

digestate and to attain the [bio-waste recycling] targets. 

Amendment 138 - Change to Article 22, removing ‘as appropriate’ proviso 

 This is to ensure that Member States implement measures to ensure that organic waste from organic recycling is reprocessed in to compost and digestate with 

qualitative properties that enable its use as a secondary raw material. 

Amendment 139 – Change to Article 22, making reference to quality standards 

 The organic recycling in order to produce compost and digestate which meet relevant quality standards.  

Amendment 140 – Insertion into Article 22, making reference to quality assurance 

 The measures referred to in paragraph 2 shall include adequate incentives for the treatment of bio-waste, including traceability and quality assurance schemes aimed 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BIO-WASTE SPECIFIC AMENDMENTS TO THE WASTE FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE BY THE ENVI COM RAPPORTEUR MEP SIMONA BONAFÈ 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-580.497%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm
http://www.compostnetwork.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/160530_ECN_Position-Paper-on-waste-legislative-proposals_final-long-version.pdf


 

 Quality – such as minimum nutrient content, organic matter content, neutralizing values that are specific to 

each category of fertilising products; 

 Safety – such as maximum limits for heavy metals, including cadmium, for organic contaminants, for 

microbial contaminants and for impurities specific to each category of fertilising products; and 

 Labelling – such as the actual nutrients content and their forms which will allow the farmers to modulate 

the use of the fertilisers depending on the plant needs.  

CE CRTITERIA FOR FERTILISING PRODUCTS 

Trade mark for certified quality assurance 

organisations, compost and digestate products 

according to ECN-QAS, registered at the European 

Register of Community Trade Marks                 

‘OHIM 2012/210: TM No 011007168’ 

http://ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/15949
http://ec.europa.eu/DocsRoom/documents/15949


 

Following publication of the revised Fertilising 

Products Regulation, the European Commission has set 

up a technical working group for the development of 

possible process and product criteria for struvite, 

biochar and ash-based products for use in fertilising 

products. It is called STRUBIAS, and is a sub-group of 

the Commission’s expert group on fertilisers. 

 

The European Commission's Directorate-General for 

Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs 

(DG GROW), with the assistance of the Joint Research 

Centre of the European Commission (DG JRC), has set 

up the technical working group for the development of 

possible process and product criteria for struvite, 

biochar and ash-based products (STRUBIAS) for use in 

fertilising products. 

Its main objective is to provide non-binding expert 

advice, including recommendations and opinions, to 

the European Commission on possible recovery rules 

for nutrients (and where relevant organic matter) from 

eligible materials into struvite, biochar or ash-based 

products. Specifically, it will include the possible 

development of process and product criteria for 

struvite, biochar and ash-based products from waste 

materials and industrial by-products in accordance 

with the Waste Framework Directive. 

 

ECN Member of the Technical Working Group 

‘STRUBIAS’ 

ECN has been appointed as a member of the STRUBIAS 

TWG and will attend the kick-off meeting scheduled for 

6 and 7 July 2016 in Seville, Spain.  

 

 

Join ECN’s Task Group ‘STRUBIAS’ 

ECN members, who are interested in the work of the 

STRUBIAS TWG, can join ECN’s Task Group ‘STRUBIAS’ to 

follow-up this process actively. In this case, send an 

email with the subject ‘Application for TG STRUBIAS’ to  

 info@compostnetwork.info. 

In the meantime, further information can be obtained: 

here. 

EU COMMISSION/JRC 

STRUBIAS TECHICAL WORKING GROUP CONVENED 

http://www.compostnetwork.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/1605012_ECN-Comments-on-Fertiliser-Products-Regulation_17-03-2016.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-826_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=news.open_doc&id=52


 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/eventspast/separate_waste.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/eventspast/pdf/Muncipal%20waste%20Conference%20Final%20Report.pdf


 

http://cor.europa.eu/en/activities/opinions/pages/opinion-factsheet.aspx?OpinionNumber=CDR%206646/2015
http://cor.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
http://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu_actions/eu-platform/index_en.htm
http://www.eu2016.sk/en
http://www.t2ge.eu/


€

 

http://eu-fusions.org/phocadownload/Publications/Estimates%20of%20European%20food%20waste%20levels.pdf
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http://www.r-e-a.net/resources/pdf/244/REA_Report_On_Separate_Biowaste_Collections_19-05-2016.pdf


 

 
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264837715003257
http://www.wrap.org.uk/content/dc-agri-videos-1
http://www.wrap.org.uk/content/digestate-and-compost-agriculture-dc-agri


 

 

Henrik Lystad, Chairman of the Board, set out ECN’s 

work priorities for 2016 at the annual meeting in May. 

These focus on three core themes:  

 Facilitating and improving ECN’s lobbying work in 

Brussels;  

 Improving ECN representation in Brussels; and  

 Improving networking on a European level.  

 

The Circular Economy Package and revisions to the 

Fertilisers Regulation remain the key policy areas. 

Stefanie Siebert, Executive Director, explained that to 

help facilitate this, ECN had commissioned a 

professional lobbying company in Brussels, to provide 

advocacy support for ECN. The contract, made possible 

through a donation by the Italian Composting and 

Biogas Association, aims to engage with relevant 

ministries, MEPs and stakeholders in Brussels.  

ECN has published position papers on both the Circular 

Economy Package and Fertilisers Regulation, and will 

continue to promote examples of successful separate 

biowaste collection services and negotiate a 

favourable position for compost and digestate.  

 

ECN requested that members actively engage with 

their respective MEPs by arranging visits to local 

composting plants, and meeting with national 

members of parliaments and ministries to draw their 

attention to biowaste and helping to firmly establish it 

within the circular economy package. 

 

To support the work o ECN, a number of new task 

groups were established at the annual meeting, with 

the aim of involving more ECN members. The new ECN 

Strategy and Work schedule can be assessed: here 

 

Should you wish to become actively involved in any of 

the tasks groups, please email the ECN office 

(info@compostnetwork.info).  

 

 

ECN’S PRIORITIES FOR 2016 

The ECN Board (from left to right): Percy Foster, 

Isabelle Pace, Massimo Centemero, Kristel 

Vandenbroek, Henrik Lystad (Chair), Mait Kriipsalu, 

Florian Amlinger, Irmgard Leifert, Arjen Brinkmann  

AREA  

EUROPEAN POLICY 

AREA  

QUALITY ASSURANCE FOR COMPOST & DIGESTATE 

AREA  

RESEARCH & MARKET DEVELOPMENT 

AREA  

COMMUNICATION & EVENTS 

ECN‘S WORK AREA 

http://www.compostnetwork.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/160530_ECN_Position-Paper-on-waste-legislative-proposals_final-long-version.pdf
http://www.compostnetwork.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/1605012_ECN-Comments-on-Fertiliser-Products-Regulation_17-03-2016.pdf
http://www.compostnetwork.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/TOP-6_6.1_ECN_Strategy-and-work-schedule-2016.pdf


 

€

 

Henrik Lystad (Chairman, European Compost Net-

work), Eric Liégeois (DG GROW, European Commis-

sion) Tony Breton (Novamont) Mr Brown Bin, Martin 

Eves (Chairman of Cré) and Massimo Centemero (CIC – 

Italian Composting and Biogas Association) at GORC.  

http://www.gorc.ie/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYa8wpNfzyY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYa8wpNfzyY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYa8wpNfzyY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5xyqjBnN7I&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5xyqjBnN7I&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5xyqjBnN7I&feature=youtu.be
https://vimeo.com/user46597781/review/165556886/d0ecd2f64b
http://www.orbit2016.gr/index.php/book-of-abstracts/


 

Demonstrating how to use compost 

Closed loop gardening in Ghent 

http://www.lipor.pt/en/environmental-awareness/horta-da-formiga/food-waste-dose-certa-2/
http://www.vlaco.be/


 

http://www.estonianclusters.ee/the-ejkl-competence-centre-shared-the-clusters-experiences-with-colleagues-from-other-european-countries/
http://www.wrap.org.uk/content/household-food-waste-collections-guide
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Household_food_waste_collections_guide_summary_0.pdf
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http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/circular-economy-investment-fund
http://www.compostnetwork.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/CIC_2016-Report-web.pdf


 

http://www.t2ge.eu/content/program
http://www.iswa2016.org/
https://bioabfallforum.wordpress.com/
http://www.oewav.at/Page.aspx?target=65722&mode=form&app=134392&edit=0&current=195028&view=134393&predefQuery=-1
http://en.ecomondo.com/
http://www.compostplus.org/
http://www.kompost.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Dateien/HUK-Dateien/6_2016/Humustag_und_BGK-Mitgliederversammlung_2016_in_Leipzig-HUK_6_2016.pdf

