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Elements of the Waste Package 

Key Features of the Provisional Agreement 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/12/18/council-and-parliament-reach-provisional-agreement-on-new-eu-waste-rules/


 

UK OPPOSITION TO HIGHER RECYCLING RATES  

NGOs Greenpeace and the European Environmental Bureau have 

reported that UK officials were unable to support an EU-wide 

target of recycling 65% of all municipal waste by 2035. The 

disclosure comes following leaked notes from an EU delegation 

seen by Unearthed, the environmental journalism project funded 

by Greenpeace UK. 

 

Diplomats from three other EU nations, speaking on condition of 

anonymity, agreed that UK officials had voiced opposition to the 

binding recycling target. One told Unearthed the UK had been 

“quite blunt”. 

The EEB commented that the UK is “Saying one thing and doing 

another”, but noted that “other EU countries have already 

reached a rather underwhelming compromise on the new 

recycling target, so it is unlikely the UK will be able to water it 

down even further.” 

 

The UK is set to leave the EU in March 2019, and it is unclear if it 

will adopt the new provisions in the Waste Framework Directive. 

 

The Unearthed article can be accessed: here. 
The EEB article can be accessed: here. 

State of the Play on the Circular Economy Package - Waste Proposals 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

https://unearthed.greenpeace.org/2018/01/24/uk-opposes-new-eu-recycling-targets-despite-mays-call-plastic-crackdown/
http://metamag.org/2018/01/25/leaked-note-reveals-vain-uk-opposition-to-eu-recycling-target/


• 

• 

• 

• 

 

State of the Play on the EU Fertilising Product Regulation 

https://www.compostnetwork.info/welcome-members-area/ecn-task-groups/area-european-policy/tg-fertilisers/
https://www.compostnetwork.info/welcome-members-area/ecn-task-groups/area-european-policy/tg-fertilisers/
https://www.compostnetwork.info/welcome-members-area/ecn-task-groups/area-european-policy/tg-fertilisers/
https://www.compostnetwork.info/welcome-members-area/ecn-task-groups/area-european-policy/tg-fertilisers/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-new-boost-for-jobs-growth-and-investment/file-review-of-the-fertilising-products-regulation


 

ECN request for clarification on possible inclusion of plant material falling under the definition of bio-waste 

The Commission’s proposal on the EU Fertilising Product Regulation defines in Annex II the Component  

Material Category on plant materials as follows:  

CMC 2: NON-PROCESSED OR MECHANICALLY PROCESSED PLANTS, PLANT PARTS OR PLANT EXTRACTS 

1. A CE marked fertilising product may contain plants, plant parts or plant extracts having undergone no  

       other processing than cutting, grinding, centrifugation, pressing, drying, freeze-drying or extraction    

        with water. 

2. For the purpose of paragraph 1, plants are understood to include algae and exclude blue-green algae. 

 

ECN’s main concern is that the inclusion of these “non-processed or mechanically processed plants, plant parts or plant extracts” might 

lead to the undermining of the definition of waste and explicitly the definition for bio-waste as given in Directive 2008/98/EC.  

A clear reference to Directive 2008/98/EC is therefore needed in the definition for CMC 2, in order to make it absolutely clear that plant 

materials as defined as ‘bio-waste’ do not come under ‘CMC 2’ or ‘CMC 4’ and therefore do not require processing under controlled 

conditions such as those required for component materials according to ‘CMC 3’ (compost) or ‘CMC 5‘ (digestate other than energy crop 

digestate).  

If the definition of bio-waste will continue to be undermined as shown through the above described cases, this would bring severe 

consequences to the environmental safety of municipal waste management, and will lead to:  

 

■ The uncontrolled use of plant materials including invasive plant species such as Japanese knotweed, which can be further distributed;  

■ The labelling of garden and park waste as CE marked material which can be transported cross border which could consist of diseased 

plant materials. 

 

ECN therefore asks the Commission to take the appropriate next steps to prevent these consequences and ensure a sustainable and sound 

environmental use of garden and park waste in the EU.  



 

 

VISIONS OF A SELF-RENEWING AGRICULTURAL SECTOR  

A vision of how the CAP can be modernised to better serve the needs of European 

citizens was set out in a talk in October in Wurzburg, Germany, by Professor Cees P. 

Veerman, Chair of the European Commission’s Agricultural Markets Task Force.  

In his talk, Prof Veerman acknowledged that the primary producer in the food chain is 

weak, and that changes need to be made to the way agriculture is funded. He noted that 

changes to agricultural practices to increase soil organic matter content can also 

simultaneously reduce greenhouse gas emissions: carbon management therefore 

becomes part of the solution instead of being part of the problem. 

He also suggested that: 

■ New ways of managing soils, based on current crop rotation practices, can be 

developed, in which long term partnerships between livestock and arable agriculture 

are established;  

■ The digestion of manures and organic wastes is a proven technology and can be a 

profitable business venture for farmers; and 

■ Biotechnology opens up some exciting new possibilities. 

 

Further information about Prof Veerman and the Agricultural Markets Task Force can be 

accessed: here  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/future-cap-whats-cooking-next-cap_en
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/agri-markets-task-force_en


 

Defining the Bioeconomy 

The strategy defined the bioeconomy as 

"the production of renewable biological 

resources and the conversion of these 

resources and waste streams into value 

added products, such as food, feed, bio-

based products as well as bio-energy". 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-resilient-energy-union-with-a-climate-change-policy/file-renewable-energy-directive-for-2030-with-sustainable-biomass-and-biofuels
http://www.compostnetwork.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018-012.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy/pdf/review_of_2012_eu_bes.pdf


 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Summary of the general BAT conclusions:  

Overall Environmental Performance 
Implement an 

environmental 

management 

system 

Implement 

waste 

characterisation, 

acceptance, 

tracking and 

output quality 

management 

system 

Establish and 

maintain an 

inventory of 

waste water 

and waste gas 

streams 

Ensure that all 

waste is 

adequately 

stored 

Establish and 

implement 

waste handling 

and transfer 

procedures 

BAT conclusions for aerobic treatment 

http://eippcb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/reference/wt.html


• 

• 

• 

■ 

■ 

• 

• 

>> next page 

 

TERMINOLOGY 

Cyperus esculentus is also called: 

chufa sedge, nut grass, yellow nut sedge, 

tiger nut sedge, or earth almond 

 

Reynoutria japonica (synonym Fallopia 

japonica) is also known as: 

Asian knotweed or Japanese knotweed.  



 

Main conclusion of the research 

Japanese knotweed rhizomes (L) and bagged samples inserted into the composting mass (R) 

• 

• 

• 

>>next page 

http://www.biophyt.ch/d_publications.html#scientific_publications


 

LEADING ORGANISATIONS CALL FOR OXO-DEGRADABLE PLASTIC PACKAGING TO BE BANNED  

ECN joined a call by the New Plastics Economy for oxo-degradable plastic packaging to be banned 

until sufficient scientific evidence has been gathered to determine its biodegradation in different 

environments. 

The paper was written by the New Plastics Economy, an initiative of the Ellen MacArthur 

Foundation in the UK, and was signed by over 150 scientists, testing laboratories, companies, 

NGOs, individuals and trade associations. 

It sets out some of the issues associated with the use and environmental impact of oxo-degradable 

plastic packaging, noting that it is: 

■ Not a solution to plastic pollution, and does not fit in a circular economy; 

■ Not a solution to soil or marine pollution - on the contrary, it contributes to microplastic 

pollution and poses an environmental risk; and 

■ Not suited for long-term reuse, recycling at scale or composting. Hence, it does not allow 

materials and products to be kept in high-value use. 

The statement was published in 2017 and is available: here. 

 

Composting & AD 

• Oxo-degradable plastic is not suitable 

for any form of composting or 

anaerobic digestion. 

 

• It will not meet the current standards 

for packaging recoverable through 

composting in the EU. 

 

• Remaining plastic fragments and 

potentially generated microplastics 

might adversely affect the quality of 

the compost. 

 

Marine Environment 

• Biodegradation in the marine 

environment is expected to be much 

slower than in land based open 

environments. 

 

• There is the risk that plastic fragments 

remain for a very long period in the 

marine environment and cause 

significant environmental damage and 

potential negative health impacts. 

 

Recycling 

• Significant concerns exist within the 

recycling industry that oxo-degradable 

plastic negatively affects the quality of 

recycled plastics. 

 

• The presence of oxo-degradable 

plastic in a conventional plastic 

recycling system can lead 

to poor quality recyclate. 

 

• Currently available technology cannot 

ensure identification and separate 

sorting of oxo-degradable plastic by re

-processors. 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/oxo-plastics.pdf
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/bb3ec82e-9a9f-11e6-9bca-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-56357670
https://newplasticseconomy.org/publications/oxo-statement


• 

• 

• 

• 

 

A VISION FOR EUROPE’S NEW PLASTICS 

ECONOMY  

A smart, innovative and sustainable 

plastics industry, where design and 

production fully respects the needs of 

reuse, repair, and recycling, brings growth 

and jobs to Europe and helps cut EU's 

greenhouse gas emissions and 

dependence on imported fossil fuels. 

In Europe, citizens, government and 

industry support more sustainable and 

safer consumption and production 

patterns for plastics. This provides a fertile 

ground for social innovation and 

entrepreneurship, creating a wealth of 

opportunities for all Europeans.  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/plastic_waste.htm


 

Growth in composting & AD across the EU28 

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

T
o

n
n

e
s

 (
m

il
li

o
n

s
)

Year

Increase in Composting & AD across the EU28

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/-/DDN-20180123-1
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/12/18/council-conclusions-on-eco-innovation-transition-towards-a-circular-economy/
https://youtu.be/NTgmV5zMSX4


 

 

CIC Members (May 2017) 

http://compost.it/english-version.html
https://www.compostnetwork.info/download/country-report-italy/


 

Certificate awarded to Vlaco 

https://www.compost.it/attachments/article/1168/CIC_Comieco%20For%20ECN%20formattato.pdf
http://www.vlaco.be
https://www.compostnetwork.info/download/country-report-flanders/


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 
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http://www.ym.fi/en-US/The_environment/Waste/The_National_Waste_Plan/National_Waste_Plan__towards_a_recycling(3735)
http://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/79699/SY_03_2017.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://www.biolaitosyhdistys.fi/
https://www.compostnetwork.info/download/country-report-finland/
http://www.environment.fi/en-US/Living_environment_and_planning/Efficient_nutrient_recycling_calls_for_a(44829)
http://www.compostnetwork.info/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/nutrient_recycling_pb_online_final.pdf


 

http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en/news-and-events/delivering-circular-economy-whats-next
http://iswa2018.org/abstract/
http://iswa2018.org/
https://www.aora.org.au/2018-aora-conference-call-for-abstracts/
http://www.aora.org.au/2018conference


 

http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en/news-and-events/delivering-circular-economy-whats-next
https://www.icwm2018.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oUPzGlo5Cgu8WCWgBJ7KYQHNmHGTHXdh/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oUPzGlo5Cgu8WCWgBJ7KYQHNmHGTHXdh/view
https://viaexpo.com/en/index
http://www.ans-ev.de/default.asp?Menue=77&Veranstaltung=2217
https://www.ifat.de/index-2.html
https://www.ifat.de/index.html
https://www.eugreenweek.eu/
https://phosphorusplatform.eu/espc3-2018
http://www.iswa.org/nc/events/calendar/eventdetail/show_detail/practitioner-training-course-bio-waste-management-2018/
http://www.iswa.org/nc/events/calendar/eventdetail/show_detail/practitioner-training-course-bio-waste-management-2018/
http://iswa2018.org/
http://iswa2018.org/

