
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Contact:   European Compost Network 

  Email: info@compostnetwork.info 

  Web: www.compostnetwork.info 

  

  

Building a Better Future with Compost 
International Compost Awareness Week 

May 6 – 12, 2018 
 

(Bochum, April 19, 2018) International Compost Awareness Week (ICAW) is the largest and most 

comprehensive education initiative of the compost industry. It is celebrated nationwide and in other 

countries each year during the first full week of May. Started in Canada in 1995, ICAW has continued to 

grow as more people, businesses, municipalities, schools and organizations are recognizing the 

importance of compost and the long-term benefits from organics recycling. 

The goal of the program is to raise the awareness of the public regarding the benefits of using compost to 

improve or maintain high quality soil, to grow healthy plants, reduce the use of fertilizer and pesticides, 

improve water quality and protect the environment. The program includes a poster contest in the U.S, 

programs at schools and activities and events promoted through governments, public municipalities and 

local businesses.  This year, activities span the globe with celebrations planned across the United States, 

Canada, Europe, Italy, Ireland and Australia. 

Throughout the week of ICAW, community and business events are held to encourage and celebrate the 

recycling of organics. All types of organics recycling – from backyard to large-scale are promoted. 

Events include tours of compost facilities, school gardening programs, compost workshops, lectures by 

well-known gardening experts, compost give-away days, to name just a few.  

 

While details vary amongst countries and continents, the following facts and benefits about organics 

recycling and compost use transcend political and cultural boundaries:  

 

-   Soil health and productivity are dependent on organic matter in the form of compost or 

humus to provide the sustenance for the biological diversity in the soil. Plants depend on 

this to convert materials into plant-available nutrients and to keep the soil well-aerated. 

Additional benefits include the reduced need for pesticide usage to ward off soil-borne 

and other plant diseases.  

-   Compost offers a significant answer to climate change mitigation.  Compost’s return to 

the soil serves as a “carbon bank,” helping to store carbon thereby removing it from the 

atmosphere.  
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- Methane, a greenhouse gas twenty-five times as powerful as carbon dioxide, can be 

significantly reduced through the recycling of organics instead of their being landfilled.  

-  The use of landfill space and incineration can be reduced by at least one-third when 

organics are recycled. Focused attention on recycling organic residuals is key to 

achieving high diversion rates.  

 

Globally, we have seen that innovative programs and successful efforts have improved organics recycling 

and sustainability.  Working together to promote ICAW, the international partners are coming together to 

broaden the understanding of compost use and promote awareness of the recycling of organic residuals. 
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For more information, please contact:  

Dr. Stefanie Siebert        Percy Foster  

Executive Director           Chief Executive  

EUROPEAN COMPOST NETWORK         CRE(Composting & Anaerobic Digestion   

ECN e.V Im Dohlenbruch 11                                  Association of Ireland)  

44795 Bochum (Germany)        PO Box 135  

T. +49 (0) 234 - 438 94 47                      Enfield, County Meath, Ireland  

F: (0) 234 - 438 94 48                        T. 00353 (0) 86 8129260 

info@compostnetwork.info                      percy@cre.ie 

www.compostnetwork.info                      ww.cre.ie   www.foodwaste.ie    ie    

  

Peter Wadewitz         Frank Franciosi 
Chairman          Executive Director 
Australian Organics Recycling                                             Composting Council Research &   

Association Ltd (AORA)       Education Foundation (CCREF) 
PO Box 3049         11130 Sunrise Valley Dr. Suite 350 

Gross Vale NSW 2753                               Reston, VA 20191 USA  

T: +61 2 4572 2265                                                              T: 301-897-2715  

E: admin@aora.org.au                                                        ffranciosi@compostingcouncil.org 
www.aora.org.au                                                                  www.compostfoundation.org 
                     

Susan Antler          Massimo Centemero 

 Executive Director                     Managing Director 

The Compost Council of Canada                   Italian Composting and Biogas Association 

16 Northumberland Street        Piazza san Bernardo, 109 

Toronto ON M6H 1P7 Canada                                             Rome, Italy 00187 

1-416-535-0240        +393356258496 

santler@compost.org        centemero@compost.it    www.compost.it 

www.compost.org                                                                          
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