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European Compost Network

ECN is the leading European membership         

organization promoting sustainable recycling 

practices of organic resources through 

composting & anaerobic digestion.

66 members from 29 European countries

48 M tpa treatment capacity

4.500 treatment plants (composting & AD)
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Bio-Waste & The Bioeconomy

BIO-WASTE

A Cross-Cutting Resource

European Green Deal

Bioeconomy Strategy

Biodiversity Strategy

Farm to Fork Strategy

Soil Strategy

Waste Framework 
Directive 

(Bio-Waste Collection 
and Recycling Targets)
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ECN’s Data Report 2022

Comprehensive survey in 2021

Amounts & 
Types of Bio-

Waste
Facilities Employment Markets

Soil 
Improvement
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Compost & Digestate – FOR THE PLANET

(EU27 + CH, NO & UK)
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71 M tpa
BIO-WASTE RECYCLED

21 M tpa
COMPOST PRODUCED

Surface area
(million ha)

Fraction of Arable 
Land

Fraction of Mod./ 
Severely Eroded 

Land

2.1 2% 16%

1.2 million tonnes CO2-eq 
sequestered on agricultural 

soils every year
=

19.1 million 
urban tree 

seedlings grown 
for 10 years
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▪ Soils can be improved through regular applications of quality compost

▪ A fraction of the organic matter in compost is converted into a stable form

called ‘humus’ - this remains in soil for many years.

Compost Stores Carbon in the Soil

1 tonne of compost (fresh mass)

sequesters

30 kg soil organic carbon

110 kg CO2 equivalents
(equivalent to 11% of its mass)

Source: ECN Factsheet 1: Soil Structure & Carbon Storage. www.compostnetwork.info
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ECN Position Papers and Guidance

Position Paper 

Compost for the prevention
of soil health and fertility

Info Paper 

Survey on carbon farming 
schemes including compost

Position Paper 

The role of recycled organic 
waste products within the 
Carbon farming Initiative

Guidance Document 

Guidance on separate 
collection of bio-waste for 
high-quality recycling
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Further information

Sign the manifesto

‘Save Organics in Soil’:

www.saveorganicsinsoil.org

Visit ECN Homepage:

www.compostnetwork.info

http://www.saveorganicsinsoil.org/
http://www.compostnetwork.info/

